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The team contains twenty to forty performers. All of them are dressed in a common
uniform with a white dhoti, white shirt and on it a coloured 'dhatti' - a waist cloth. Ankle bells
and two sticks in either hand supply the necessary rhythm. The group forms into two circles,
each person in the inner circle stands opposite another person in the outer circle. Together
they are called 'Uddi'. The performance starts in a slow pace with an invocation to Vinayaka
and soon picks up its pace. The pace of the song is in direct relation to the pace of the
movement. The group moves in a circular path striking at the two sticks they have in either
hand. Alternately, they strike at the sticks of their opponent in- the 'uddi'. These players In
the two circles interchange their places, also changing the pattern of the striking.
A single song is divided into several k6pu-$. A kdpu is a unit of rhythm. If the pattern
changes, the kdpu also changes. There are about hundred kdpus in all, with separate names.
The variations in movement followed by rhythm and accompanied by harmonium and tabla
result in a fine musical entertainment of an evening to the entire village.
Urumulu : "Urumu" means thunder. As It gives a reverberating thunderous sound, the
instrument and the dance that accompanies its rhythm are known as "Urumu" and "Urumula
nrityam". It is widely prevalent in Anantapur and Kurnool districts and is popular in Saiva
festivals. It is also performed in Jangamma and Timmamma festivals and during the worship
of such deities as Bommayya and Veeranarayana Swami.
The instrument is a little bigger than mridangam with 21' long and 11' radius. The outer
cover is made either of brass or iron and is circular in shape. It is closed on either side by
goat leather. It is played by two sticks, the left stick rubbing the blackened central part of
the Instrument upwards and downwards (which gives a base sound of the thunder) and the
right stick is used for rhythm. The dance consists of eight to twelve people. It is mainly a
ritualistic dance and is used in festivals, especially to inspire the 'pujaris'. With a specially
prepared costume - a head-cloth, a chain made of large silver coins, a long kurtha and dhoti
tied with a kasi patti - and with a smear of yellow powder (called bantjaru) and kumkum -
the performer at once gains the awe of the audience. The dancers not only dance with their
instruments tied around their waists, but also render loud cries in praise of Siva and other
deities.
The 'Urumu' performers are harijans and can participate in religious rituals only If they are
initiated.
Tappeta Gullu : Widely popular in the extreme northern districts of Srikakulam, Vlzlanagaram
and Visakhapatnam, Tappeta gu([u is a celebratory dance, presented in honour of Gangamma,
the water deity by the Yadava community. The dance gets is name from the instrument used
by the performers - the 'tappeta gundu' which is made either by tin or wood, almost In the
form of a cone and is covered by leather. The instrument is hung round the neck with a
small rope and is played with both the hands.